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design of doing something for the relief of the poor; and, after a pilgrim-
age to our Lady's in Guadaloupa, to recommend himself and his under-
taking to her intercession, in a place celebrated for devotion to her, he
began by selling wood in the market-place, to feed some poor by the
means of his labour.    Soon after he hired a house to harbour poor sick
persons in, whom he served and provided for with an ardour, prudence,
economy, and vigilance that surprised the whole city.    This was the
foundation of the order of charity, in 1540, which, by the benediction
of heaven, has since been spread all over Christendom.   John was occupied
all day in serving his patients:  in the night he went out to carry in new
objects of charity, rather than to seek out provisions for them; for people,
of their own accord, brought him in all necessaries for his little hospital.
The Archbishop of Granada, taking notice of so excellent an establishment,
and admiring the incomparable order observed in it, both for the spiritual
and temporal care of the poor, furnished considerable sums to increase it,
and favoured it with his protection.   This excited all persons to vie with
each other in contributing to it.   Indeed the charity, patience, and modesty
of St John, and his wonderful care and foresight, engaged every one to
admire and favour the institute*    The Bishop of Tuy, president of the
royal court of judicature in Granada, having invited the holy man to
dinner, put several questions to him, to all which he answered in such
a manner as gave the bishop the highest esteem of his person.    It was
this prelate that gave him the name of John of God, and prescribed him
a kind of habit, though St John never thought of founding a religious
order;  for the rules which bear his name were only drawn up in 1556,
six years after his death;  and religious vows were not introduced among
his brethren before the year 1570.

To make trial of the saint's disinterestedness, the Marquis of Tarisa
came to him in disguise to beg an alms, on pretence of a necessary law-
suit, and he received from his hands twenty-five ducats, which was all
he had. The marquis was so much edified by his charity that, besides
returning the sum, he bestowed on him one hundred and fifty crowns of
gold, and sent to his hospital every day, during his stay at Granada,
one hundred and fifty loaves, four sheep, and six pullets. But the holy
man gave a still more illustrious proof of his charity when the hospital
was on fire; for he carried out most of the sick on his own back; and
though he passed and repassed through the flames, and stayed in the
xflidst of them a considerable time, he received no hurt. But his charity
was not confined to his own hospital: he looked upon it as his own
misfortune if the necessities of any distressed person in the whole country
had remained unrelieved. He therefore made strict inquiry into the wants
of the poor over the whole province, relieved many in their own houses,
employed in a proper manner those that were able to work, and with